FREEDOM'S BATTLE

Spanish Republic was due to Non-intervention. To-day, after the
entry of Hitler's troops into Prague, and almost every other
development on the international scene, have confirmed our
contention that appeasement, which reached the supreme limits
of folly in the case of Spain, would lead inevitably to war, there are
still people who contend that Non-intervention held off the
conflagration.

For Professor Norman J. Padelford of the Fletcher School,
Non-intervention was justified historically for that reason. He
writes: "If the devices have not succeeded altogether in stopping
the entrance of supplies and men into Spain: If they have glossed
or provided a screen behind which violations of pledged under-
takings have occurred; if they have become popular laughing
stock and have allowed unfortunate Spain to become a military
laboratory for the testing of weapons and strategy, they have,
nevertheless, been instrumental, with other things perhaps, in
averting an extension of hostilities to other territories."*

In his opus the distinguished American scholar leaves nothing
to be desired when he treats of the theoretical applications of Non-
intervention in Spain. The months to come will show whether his
opinion that Non-Intervention prevented a European war is
confirmed.

Professor Padelford's view is not shared by the realistically-
minded Herr von Rauschning. In an article in Foreign Affairs,
Herr Rauschning, his eyes opened by years of association with the
Ftihrer, said: "In essence the war was being fought all along. It
was stupid then to try to prevent its breaking out.9'

A week after the Blum Government had issued its invitation to
the powers to enter an agreement to Non-Intervene in Spain, the
Government of the Soviet Union accepted the French proposal.
This was on August loth. As a consequence of this acceptance the
foreign trade commissariat in Moscow issued on August 28th a
decree forbidding the "export, re-export, or transit to Spain of all
kinds of arms, munitions, war material, airplanes, and warships."

In Geneva at the Assembly of the League of Nations on Septem-

* International Law and Diplomacy in the Spanish Civil Strife (New York:
The Macmillan Company; 1937).
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